The CCCCand how it all started

By MERRITT LETS0OM

Up until a yesr apge, the CCCCs
didn't mean & thing bto me, but then [
met King Besl, and & whole new facit
of an old hobby that I had almest com-
plately forgotten was suddenly cpenad
up for me.

I had been & stamp collector of
sorts for severnl yearn. That ix, I had
#ll sortz of atampa in old cigar boxes,
with & few neatly arranged in a looze-
lenf binder. My inkerest had more
than waned, it had almosxt faded out
completely. Then ope day I went to
ser King Besl, my neighbor. We were
chatting about things far removed
from stamps, when I apotted his mail
lving on his desi. Thers were letters
from Isrmel, East Germany, Japan,
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Hing Beal, ieft, end C. Robert Pritchard, the heads of the CCOC, examing some

aary forms were printed, and tho
CECE was Inunched on March 5, 1947,

It was originally planned that the
two men would originate all the eir-
cuits from Waterloo, They had about
fifty names of people in other lands,
and membership applicationz wore
gent out to these contacts, The im-
mediate reaction can be most easily
deseribed as terrifie. The idem of o
gircoit club caught the fancy of
foreign eollectors, and soon the appli-
cations began to Toll in. In a few
weeks, over 100 applications were re-
cefved. Then the enrollment began
to snow-ball, and in a few months,
memberships had reached over 1,000,
It -soon beeame apparent that Mr
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covers thot they received in the day's mail Faney fores { il
: W covers arrive dail
at the past office box of the CCCC.  Thair boz ir Hox 2588, Watsrloo, Jowa, g

Ayukyu, all bearing the most heantiful
stamaps thei I had sver seen. I maked
him where he got all the foreign con-
tacts, and that, my friend, was my
undoing. Who could resist those bean-
tifnl covers from sl over the world
That wes when T got the story of
the birth of the Cover Collectors Cir-
euit Club, It sesma that early in 1947,
King began to formulate the plan for
& cover collectors club that woold link
u number of collectora in this country
with many forelgn tontacts for the
purpose of exchangiog first day
covers. He taliked to another sd-
vanced atamp and cover collector in
Watarioo, Mr. . Robert Pritchard,
Anig sfter soveral meetinps, the neces-

Bea! and Mr. Pritchard could ne
langer handle it alone, and they hegan
to sereen the members of the Waterlon
Btamp Club for collectors win were
interested in fancy foreipn covers.
The idea csught on, and the word
spread acyosa the nation.

. The phenomenal growth of the club
is due to the fact that no other olub
offers such wonderful returna for so
amall an investment. * The rules of
membership are very simple. There
are two kinds of members, the Origi-
mating Member and the Circuit Mem-
ber. The 0. M. must be & resident of _
the TI. 5. or Canada., All circuits
originate from the 0. M., and are sent
to the for=ign members, or Cirouit
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Members whe forward them on as per
instroctions contained in the eircuit
[n oarder to enroll az an 0. M., one
must be recommended by an 0. M., or
belang to a national philatelic organi-
zation with jts headyuarters in this
couniry, Or you may send the munes
nf three busingzs men in your come
miueity, The ape limit for 0. M.'s is
twenty-one.

There is no membership fee for
0. M.'s, but in order » delray the
cost of the printed meatter necesaury to
be active in the club, a fec of ¥ is
needed.  For enralling foreipn mem-
bars, the O, M. keécps the membership
fee sent him by the new circult mem-
ber and thus his supplies are paid for
with anly two enrollments. The C. M.
must send either 31 U. 5. currency
or moeney order, or ten I R. Coupona
or fifty mint stamps of the country
with & catalogue value of 51, not more
then five of a kind. This entitles him
to & life-time membership, with no
further dizes. The C. M. must be six-
teen years old or older.

At this writing, the COCC has over
32,000 members in 200 different coun-
tries, and some TO0 Q. M.'s represent-
ing neeriy all the states snd all the
Provinces of Canada, There are
twelve CCCC Chapters located from
coast to coast: Rochester and Buffale,
MNew York, Hartford, Conn. Chicago
and Waukegan, I, Kenosha, Wis,
Spencer and Feokuk, Iowa, Portland
and Klamath Falis, Ore., and Seattle
and Sedrn Woalley, Washington, This
record of amazing growth makes the
CCCC the largest cover elob in the
world. The club has brought romance,
sdvaprure, pileasurs snd profit te
stamp and cover collectors all over
the world. Members are kept active
both here and abrosd through the eir-
cuit system. Your returns mce in
direst proportion to  your cireuit
activity. Each 0. M. receives & new
membership list every twa months
listing all the new members in foreign
countries, and showing sny address
ehenges of old membars. This Iz onfy
one af the services that Mr. Heal, a
writer for a local radie statjon, and
Mr. C. Robert Pritchard, vice-presi-
dent of = leca! wheolesale firm, per-
farm as officers in the CCCC. My

Beai i3 secretary of the club, and it
“takes every spare minute of his time

to take tare of the processing of the
new members, while Mr. Pritchard,
cireuit directar, makes up all thi sup-
plies ond sends them to the 0. M.'a.
The CCCC 45 & non-profit organize-
tion, and in the ten years of its exist-
enze, the rough spots heve been ironed
out, and it now runs like clock-work.

_ Yes, from a very small beginning
Just tem years ago, the fame of the
CCCC has spread to the far corners
bf the world. In these days of inter-
national tension, 7t is & link with free.
dom for many who have the misfor-
tune of being trod on by the Com-
wunizts. Tt is too bad that the states.
men of our world eannol take the coe
from our 32,000 friends, representing
every race, coler and religious creed,
pet live in complete friendship with

ane amnther.  May the work af the

CUCH vontinue, sind may il be profit-

able for YOI, just az it has been far
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